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South Australia's
biodiversity is
vanishing
The Mt Lofty region is one of 15 nationally-recognised
Biodiversity Hotspots (a place on earth richest in biodiversity).
Despite this, the biodiversity of this region is vanishing because
the amount of habitat remaining is inadequate to support the
species that we have present today.

T H E  P R O B L E M
Bio·R was born from a need to drive
the restoration of woodlands in
heavily cleared landscapes of South
Australia to arrest the ongoing and
imminent decline of native species.

OUR VISION
A biodiverse future.

OUR MISSION
To reconstruct habitats for wildlife at
the scale and complexity required to
ensure our biodiversity is secure for
the future.

OUR WORK
The cornerstone of Bio·R’s work
reconstructing complex habitat for
wildlife; since 2007 we have
reconstructed hundreds of hectares of
habitat to support our wildlife.

DR DAVID PATON AM

Dr David Paton AM is a respected
ecologist at the University of Adelaide
with a passion for conservation and
restoration and a strong commitment to
long-term studies that help understand
and manage the natural environment for
future generations.

A B O U T  U S

M E E T  T H E
R E S T  O F
T H E  T E A M

Scan the QR code to visit bior.org.au

Director

Half the woodland bird species
will disappear from this region if
we continue with a “business as
usual” approach.

If we do nothing, this region will
no longer be special, or a
drawcard for visitors. This once
nationally-recognised biodiversity
hot spot will become a cold spot. 

But it's not too late. 

If we increase the cover of native
vegetation in this region from 10%
to 30%, we can keep most of our
wildlife for future generations to
enjoy.

Let’s act now, save our
biodiversity, transform our
landscapes and show our pride in
the region in which we live and
work.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA'S BIODIVERSITY CRISIS

"While we're losing species, not
one of us can claim to be living
sustainably"



We're reconstructing habitat for
biodiversity

T H E  S O L U T I O N

Bio·R exists to go beyond traditional revegetation methods and carbon offset plantations, aiming to
reconstruct effective, self-sustaining and resilient habitats. Effective habitat supports wildlife, providing
all the resources an animal needs, such as food and shelter. Self-sustaining habitat is where the plants and
animals are able to reproduce adequately to maintain their abundance through time. Resilient habitats are
those that can cope with and recover from short-term perturbations like droughts and fire, as well as the
long-term impacts of climate change. These goals will ensure our native plantings will provide habitat that
can best support our declining wildlife in perpetuity.

RESEARCH
Good conservation stems from a good
understanding of what works. We
recognise the value of science and
research in habitat reconstruction and
we are committed to using innovative
techniques that will help save species.  

RECONSTRUCT
Revegetation programs usually
consist of just planting a quota of
trees. Bio·R is different; we create
habitats to halt the declines of our
native wildlife and grow biodiversity
at landscape and regional scales.

RECONNECT
Communities of all forms are central
to our work. Woodland habitats take
decades to build. Intergenerational
ownership is critical to sustaining our
biodiversity. Corporate and business
communities have a key role to play.

FRAHNS FARM
Bio·R‘s current major project is reconstructing woodland habitat on
Frahns Farm, a 550-hectare property near Monarto. This project will
provide much needed habitat for declining woodland birds in that area.
When completed, other cleared areas throughout the Mt Lofty region
will need restoring.

To cost-effectively restore habitat at the scale of a farm, we must remove
excessive grazing pressure and weeds before any planting takes place.

We then direct seed the scalped areas with native grasses and small
plants, before hand-planting thousands of shrubs and trees involving
hundreds of species.

These tubestock are planted by hundreds of committed volunteers that
make up our Bio·R community; they get their hands dirty, they come with
their families, they connect to nature and above all they enjoy
themselves while delivering environmental outcomes. We have the
nucleus of people from different walks of life and across the age
spectrum to sustain and grow not just the program of works, but our
volunteer base and partners.

“At the last event, I found it uplifting and satisfying. There
were tangible benefits and a sense of community. Chatting to
young people was inspiring.” - Bio·R Volunteer



Cygnet Park Sanctuary
O U R  I M P A C T

145 individual birds
18 species
Occupying 10% of area

REVEGETATED AREA (175 ha)

Cygnet Park Sanctuary, Kangaroo Island, is a 310-hectare former sheep-grazing property on Kangaroo
Island that Bio·R manages for conservation. Across the cleared areas of the property, 350,000 tubestock
of over 200 plant species were planted, complementing a mix of direct seeded natives, bringing the total
to about 1,000,000 plants. This has created a woodland of high structural and floristic diversity, which
now sits alongside the Cygnet River with its original riparian vegetation.

2009 2016 2018

1629 individual birds
36 species
Occupying 70% of area

REVEGETATED AREA (175 ha)
1957 individual birds
38 species
Occupying 73% of area

REVEGETATED AREA (175 ha)

871 individual birds
41 species
Occupying 38% of area

WHOLE PROPERTY (310 ha)
2459 individual birds
55 species
Occupying 78% of area

WHOLE PROPERTY (310 ha)
2738 individual birds
52 species
Occupying 86% of area

WHOLE PROPERTY (310 ha)
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Why should your business get
involved?
The United Nations is calling on people and corporations to help protect and restore ecosystems around
the world, because only with healthy ecosystems can we enhance lives, fight climate change and halt
biodiversity loss. South Australians can play their part locally restoring habitats, reversing biodiversity
losses and protecting the Mt Lofty region for future generations.

G E T  I N V O L V E D

Corporate volunteer days
Tubestock planting 
Weeding
Plant monitoring

Sponsoring school excursions

RECONNECT WITH NATURE
Fund our planting programs
Assist with land acquisition
Fund our perimeter fencing
Fund ongoing maintenance

RECONSTRUCT HABITAT
Fund our monitoring programs
Fund critical research
Fund graduate research programs
in habitat restoration

INVEST IN RESEARCH

“We’re looking for organisations wanting to forge a genuine relationship and take a proactive role
in contributing to the achievement of our objectives.”

How can you help?

Restoring the habitats to the Mt Lofty region will take long-term planning and commitment over
multiple decades. But we must start now to leave permanent legacies for future generations. This is

transformational in respect to scale and vision. There are opportunities for significant ongoing
engagement, including naming rights to events and reconstructed woodland plots.

 

Interested? Talk to us about our Premier and Associate corporate partnerships.
 

Email us at partnerships@bior.org.au



bior.org.au


